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Thank you  for taking an interest in our band, Eaten Alive! 

 

In this press kit you will be able to learn a little about them members of Eaten 

Alive, and learn how to contact us for booking or more information. 

 

Please visit our website for dates we will be playing, and all of the latest news 

about the band. 

 

http://www.eatenaliverocks.com 

 

Thank You, 

 

Eaten Alive Band 

Introduction  

http://www.eatenaliverocks.com


3 

 

The Eaten Alive Band started as a gathering of 

musicians in Shayne Eaton's basement. 

 

In 2004, Mark Snedden joined Shayne for 

their weekly jam sessions. The group per-

formed at several small clubs throughout the 

area. 

 

In 2007, Albert Mendoza joined and the group 

officially became Eaten Alive. Eaten Alive 

performed at benefits and medium size clubs.  

 

In 2008, Robin Hartman joined Eaten Alive. 

Since then they have been performing at big-

ger and bigger venues such as the Hobart Jay-

cee Fest and the Portage Perch Fest. 

 

With the addition of female vocalist Jennifer 

Mustafa in 2010, the group is looking to gain 

an even larger following in the area. 

Band Biography 
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Shayne started his musical interest in the summer of 73'. He 

just moved to St John, Indiana and didn't know a soul. He 

discovered in his parent's stereo, various amazing albums 

from the Jackson 5, Osmond Brothers and Simon & Gar-

funkel's "Bridge over Trouble Waters". He listened closely to 

the singular vocal abilities of Michael Jackson and Donnie 

Osmond along with the harmonies of Paul Simon, Art Gar-

funkel and The Kingston Trio. 

 

But it wasn't until he was cruising in his big brother's car in 

the summer of 76' with a couple of Big Ass Jensen home 

speakers under each arm did he really understand the true 

power and emotion a screaming electric guitar song could 

make you feel. That song for him was Eddie Van Halen's 

"Eruption". Shayne just could not believe this sound was 

produced from an electric guitar. It was at that moment he 

became "Possessed". He had to learn how to play electric guitar! Never before did he ever have such a burning desire to do 

anything else since that day. 

 

In 76', he got his first acoustic guitar for Christmas thanks to Mom, Dad and Big Brother. But while still yearning for that fir st 

professional "Electric" guitar, he began saving every penny he could. Once he had saved enough for the guitar, a setback oc-

curred. Shayne's friend persuaded him to get the car keys of brother's car so they could take a joyride. As a passenger on the ill -

fated trip, Shayne could only watch as his brother's car was driven into another car by his friend. Sharing in the responsibilit y, 

Shayne had to fork over all he had saved for the guitar. But seeing how heart broken he was, his parents went ahead and gave 

him the money for the guitar which is hanging on the wall in his basement to this day. 

 

Armed with that electric guitar, Shayne played in various basement bands with friends, Benny O Dyke, Ted Michalski, Rich 

Lippman, Rick Mills, Dale Prasco. At one point, they started playing some original Jazz/Fusion. But since the opportunity didn't 

exist for him to go to Berkeley or other Schools of Music, he pursued a career in HVAC, got married and had kids. 

 

After a divorce and 11 years hiatus from performing music, Shayne returned to music playing in a band called "Little Wing" 

with long time friend Robert Zahler in the late 90's. Shayne played with a group of guys from Chicago Heights for a while writ-

ing and recording some original music. Shayne decided to start a band in early 2004 which reunited him with childhood friends. 

In mid 2004 Mark Snedden joined forces with Shayne Eaton to help form the Eaten Alive band. In 2008 the band made great 

strides with the addition of Al Mendoza on lead guitar and Robin Hartman on percussion. 

 

ROCK MUSIC INFLUENCES:  

Judas Priest, UFO, Scorpions, Budgie. (He loved the heavier stuff back then) 

 

FUSSION AND JAZZ INFLUENCES:  

Allen Holdsworth, John Mclauflin, Al Dimiola, Mike Stern, Larry Carlton, Larry Corriel, Pat Metheany, Wes Montgomery 

 

BANDS: 

Shayne Eaton Band, Little Wing, Eaten Alive 

Shayne Eatonôs Bio 
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Mark showed tempo at an extremely young age. While in his crib 

as a baby, he rocked his own cradle. He always had a love of 

percussive sounds and tones. He remembers using all types of 

household items to create improvised sounds while listening to 

music on his 45 RPM record player. 

 

His parents brought him his first snare drum set in 5th grade for 

his birthday. He spent countless hours playing along with Steeley 

Danôs "Do it Again", Loggins & Messina "Your Mamma Donôt 

Dance" and other current hits of the day. Along with the hobby of 

playing percussion, he was also taking piano lessons with his two 

brothers. The piano teacher, Mrs. Foster was a widow that would 

smash his fingers on the keyboard when he made a mistake. 

 

After taking a couple year hiatus from the crotchety old lady, he 

returned to piano lessons while taking an interest in ragtime era 

music. A one point, he moved the house piano into his bedroom 

so he could play late at night. In order to learn music faster, Mark learned songs without the use of sheet music. He felt that the musical 

style and expression was better heard, rather than heard. 

 

At the age of 14, a friend of his introduced him to the guitar. Instinctively he followed his friendôs playing eventually learning all the 

chords himself. Guitar came easy to him as he continued to adopt the styles of Credence Clearwater Revival, The Eagles and the 

Beatles. This gathering of friends eventually turned into the basement band "Destiny". For several years, the band practiced its material 

for a big gig on July 4th. By the age 18, Markôs band got together and practiced 5 days a week. The bandôs name eventually changed to 

"Runner". The band was playing gigs at festivals, shows and party gaining some local notoriety. 

 

At age 24, Mark made the tough choice of quitting performing music and to pursue his college degree downstate. All during the ensuing 

years, he never put the instrument down. He spent years writing music on his multi-track recorder, perform acoustically at church with 

different musicians. Experienced playing Blue Grass Gospel music. 

 

After a life changing event in 2001, Mark returned to music with a Christian praise group called Lazarus performing at churches, car 

shows, silent auctions and even a parade float.  

 

After Lazarus, Mark joined forces with Shayne Eaton in 2004 to form the group that became Eaten Alive 

 

Rock Music Influences: 
Boston, Core Eagles members, (Don Henley, Don Felder, Glen Frey, Randy Meisner), Elton John (Early Works), Pink Floyd, Beatles, 

REO Speedwagon, Yes, Foreigner 

 

New Age Music Influences: 
Alan Parsons Project, Tangerine Dream, John Jarvis 

 

Bands: 
Destiny, Runner, Lazarus, EATEN ALIVE 

 

Things Mark Loves: 
-My Beautiful wife Debbie who without her love and support, this band would never come to fruition. 

-All My kids and step kids 

-Music, Music, Music. Itôs constantly playing in my head every waking moment of my life. 

Mark Sneddenôs Bio 
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Albert states that his first recollection of music was his 
parent's love of music. "Every Sunday morning my par-
ents would listen to the local Tejano station. Music was 
always playing in our house." Albert credits his dad for the 

introduction to playing live music. "My dad and uncles 
played music for weddings, and I would follow them 
around to help with equipment." 
 
Albert started his musical career in the elementary school 
band in which he played every musical instrument. Albert 
would learn one instrument and then become bored, so he 
would try another instrument the next year. "Mr. Osmond, 

the music teacher, would say at the beginning of the 
school year as I entered the room, okay Mendoza which 
instrument will it be this year." 
 
Albert was born and raised in Hammond, IN. He is a graduate of Purdue University and currently resides in Hobart, IN 
with his wife and four children. 
 

Influences: 

Dad, Uncle, Alex Lifeson, Rik Emmet (Triumph) 
 

Bands: 
Shannon Raye, The Kliks, EATEN ALIVE 
 

Occupation: 
Been with US Steel for 20 Years 
 

Hobbies: 
Biking, Music 
 

Gear: 
Dr Maz Jr with reverb 
Gibson Les Paul Traditional 
Sennheiser Wireless Guitar System 
Fulltone FullDrive  
Xotic Ac Booster 

Xotic RC Booster 
Bosss TU-2 Tuner 
Digitech Delay 

Albert Mendozaôs Bio 
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Robinôs interest in music started at a very young age. When he 

was born, he had two older brothers, 12 and 14 years old, that 

were having band practice at the house when he came home from 

the hospital. Since that day, he was enveloped in loud music, 

distortion, driving bass, lots of snare fills, and miles of long hair; 

it was the late 60ôs. 

 

Santa brought him his first drum set at the age of 3. Just about 

every year after that, a new set showed up because the old one 

was worn out. At the age of 12, Robin started to take music a little 

more seriously. He met a kid down the road who played guitar, 

Don Spears, became good friends with him and his little brother, 

Sean Spears, who played bass guitar. They stated their first band, 

THE MUSIC MACHINE. Their first cover songs were "Rocky 

Mountain Way" by Triumph and "Fractured Mirror" by Ace 

Frealey. 

 

His first real stage appearance was at the young age of 13 when his Brother Leroy let him play and help sing "Redneck Girls" at the 

Hobart Eagles with the COUNTRY TOUCH BAND. In 1992, Robin helped form the band HIGHNOON. He played drums with the 

band until 1997. After leaving HIGHNOON, his dream of playing with two older brothers in RIDING SHOTGUN (1997 TO 1999) 

came true. He was the drummer, his brother Jimmy played bass and his brother Leroy was the lead singer. They were the tightest three 

piece group around; it was like they all flowed with the same groove. 

 

After RIDING SHOTGUN, Robin put the sticks down for a couple of years to learn how to play guitar and sing, along with to teach his 

daughter, Lynsey, to play drums. He also played in a Christian Worship group for 3 years at the Daybreak Church in Valparaiso. 

 

Currently Robin is the drummer for EATEN ALIVE and has been since October 08. 

 

Influences: 

Peter Criss, Eric Carr, Eric Singer, Stan Lynch and John Bonham. The greatest influence of his music were his parents, who always 

gave him the instruments, time, and God knows, the patience to let him play. He would play the same song over and over and over until 

it was right. He even remembers hearing his dad mumbling under his breath, "They call me Doctor Love. I got the cure." Both of his 

brothers also have been great influences and motivation to him. When he was 12, Jimmy would come to the they would turn on the 

strobe light and play for hours. Jimmy always told him to practice his ass off and to be the driving force, be the leader. This dedication 

to practice gave him stamina, arm strength and a little hearing loss in the process. Leroy showed him the finesse,  great time 

keeping, and the smooth moves to be a solid drummer, along with the confidence to sing. 

 

Bands 

High Noon, Riding Shotgun, Daybreak Worship Team, EATEN ALIVE 

 

Occupation: 

Robin has been employed at Steel Technologies in Portage, IN since 1989. 

 

Hobbies: 

Snowmobiling, fishing, cooking, watching football and hanging out with my friends 

 

Things Robin Loves: 

My beautiful daughter, Lynsey. My wonderful fiancé, Kelly. 

Life and God and a cold beer on a hot day. 

Robin Hartmanôs Bio 
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Jennyôs love of music began the day she was born.  Her parents hung 

a bird in her cradle that youôd hit to play music.  Jenny would hit the 

bird repeatedly and sing along to the birdôs song.  Once she began 

walking, her first ñperformanceò was when she was just 2 years 

old.  She was at the Knights of Columbus Christmas dinner party, 

which her grandfather was a part of, and walked on stage, grabbed the 

microphone, and sang every Christmas carol she knew.  Needless to 
say, sheôs never been afraid of the stage. 

 

Growing in Crown Point and attending Merrillville Schools, Jenny 

was involved in choir, show choir, and theater throughout her entire 

upbringing.  She entered the acting world at age 8 after her elementary 

music teacher persuaded her mother to take to an ñOliverò audi-

tion.  Jennyôs mother told her that was going to audition, and Jenny 

cried at the thought of having to act on stage.  Singing was one thing, 

but acting was another.  Well, after being in the auditions for about 5 

minutes, Jenny was hooked and could not have been more excited to 

enter this new realm of entertainment.  This also led her to take part in 

voice lessons for the next 15 years. Her biggest role in elementary school was ñMartaò in The Sound of Music. She was honored to be involved 

in an MHS show and thought it was so cool to get to be friends with high school students.  To this day she still keeps in touch with many of 

them. 

 
After her elementary debut, Jenny performed in such groups as Velveteens, Choralteens, and Vocalteens under the direction of Roger Emig at 

MHS.  He, along with his late wife, had the most influence in her musical career. To know him and work with him is a privilege for anyone, for 

he is a musical genius.  During high school, Jenny performed in shows such as, ñBye, Bye Birdieò (Mrs. MacAfee), ñPirates of Pen-

zanceò (Mabel), and in the northern Indiana premiere of ñRagtimeò (Mother).  She also performed the breath-taking choral work of Handelôs 

ñMessiahò as the soprano soloist.  

 

After high school, Jenny went on to the University of Indianapolis to major in music education.  While studying she was involved in African 

Drums (so fun!), Concert Choir as soprano section leader, and her favorite- Crimson Express, the Universityôs exclusive vocal jazz group. Crim-

son is where Jenny found her inner belting diva.  This group helped her to develop stamina and expand her belting range to perform in groups 

such as Eaten Alive.  Crimson will definitely be one of the fondest memories of her life. 

 

2 İ years after moving back home, Jenny was asked to join Eaten Alive in November ô10.  She had the pleasure of working with them in Decem-

ber ô09 when they performed at her staff Christmas party, and was thrilled when they contacted her to join the group as a permanent mem-

ber!  She canôt wait to see where this new, exciting road leads! 

 

INFLUENCES:  
LeAnn Rimes, Christina Aguilera, The Beatles, Kelly Clarkson, Jason Mraz 

 

BANDS: 

Vinyl Echoes, Echoic, Eaten Alive 

 

OCCUPATION:  

Middle School Choir Director for Taft and Wheeler Middle Schools of CP 

 

HOBBIES and LIKES:  

My boyfriend- Brad <3, Singing (obviously), Zumba, Cake Decorating, Sleeping in,  In-depth conversations with new people, Movie nights 

 

THANK YOU:  

Mom and Dad- Without your support of my musical passion, I would not be where or who I am today. 

Brad- Youôre my everything. 

Joe- Youôre the best big brother a sister could ask for. 
Eaten Alive- Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to join your band! Letôs rock!!! 

Jennifer Mustafaôs Bio 
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Pictures and Video 

For updated pictures of the band, please visit our Flickr account. New pictures 

are added all the time. 

 

http://www.flickr.com/eatenaliverocks 

 
 

 

For videos of the band performing, check out our YouTube Channel. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/eatenaliverocks 

http://www.flickr.com/eatenaliverocks
http://www.youtube.com/eatenaliverocks



